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But we increased the number of children in
Head Start, we provided for immunizing all
our children under 2, we made college loans
more affordable and easier to repay, we in-
creased tax relief for working parents, and
we increased job training. We need to build
on that family agenda, not tear it down.

The congressional majority seems to be
determined to cut back on programs that ad-
vance our family values. How can you talk
about family values in one breath, and in the
next, take Head Start away from 50,000 poor
children or cut back college loans and grants
for students who need and deserve them or
cut back worker training for people who are
unemployed? But all that happened in the
House of Representatives this week. They
call it change. I say it shortchanges America’s
families in the fight for the future. This vote
is antifamily, and I won’t let it stand.

It’s not too late to build a legacy—to build
on the legacy of family leave. We ought to
invest in education, invest in our families,
raise the minimum wage, target tax relief to
raising children and educating them, protect
the Medicare of our seniors, and protect the
right of people to keep their health insurance
if they change jobs or if someone in the fam-
ily gets sick. These are the kind of things
that are worthy of the legacy of family leave.
We have to work hard so that we know that
our families will be better off, so that we can
make tomorrow better than today for every
family.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of
Health in Bethesda, MD.

Proclamation 6814—National Child
Support Awareness Month, 1995
August 5, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Providing for our children is one of hu-

manity’s worthiest and most fundamental en-
deavors. Children are the best part of our-
selves—the sum of our past and the promise
of our future, the guarantee that our lives

and values and dreams will flourish long after
we are gone. Sadly, however, many parents
in our country today deny the instinct to care
for their children, failing to provide even the
most basic economic support. Millions of
America’s children have no legally identified
father. Millions do not receive the financial
support they need to lead secure and healthy
lives.

Because of these harsh realities, I have
made the reform of our Nation’s child sup-
port system one of the top priorities of my
Administration. The welfare reform plan that
I proposed to the Congress last year contains
the toughest child support enforcement
measures in America’s history—measures
that would improve the effectiveness of pro-
cedures for establishing paternity, make it
easier to enter and update child support
awards, and dramatically strengthen our abil-
ity to enforce payment of those awards. My
proposals would also give us the ability to
track deadbeat parents across State lines, sus-
pend their driver’s licenses if necessary, and
make them work off what they owe.

As the Nation’s largest single employer,
the Federal Government must take a leader-
ship role in the effort to ensure that all of
America’s children are properly supported.
In February of this year, I signed an Execu-
tive order requiring Federal agencies to co-
operate fully with measures to establish and
enforce child support orders and to inform
employees of how they can meet their sup-
port obligations. Additionally, we are encour-
aging State and local governments to develop
innovative approaches to helping families
cope with child support issues, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
(HHS) has begun to restructure and
strengthen its partnerships with State child
support agencies.

This month we celebrate the 20th anniver-
sary of the Child Support Enforcement Pro-
gram at HHS. This program—at the Federal,
State, and local levels—has been instrumen-
tal in giving hope and support to America’s
children while fostering strong families and
responsible parenting. Through their efforts,
over 5.1 million children now have a legally
recognized father; more than 11.7 million
children with a parent living outside of their
homes have a legal right to the financial sup-
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port of that parent; and over $72.5 billion
has been provided for children by their non-
custodial parents.

But for all that we have accomplished, we
still have much to do. By ensuring the enact-
ment and implementation of my Administra-
tion’s strong child support enforcement pro-
posals, we will send a clear signal to our citi-
zens that they should not have children until
they are prepared to care for them. Those
who do bring children into the world must
bear the responsibility of supporting them.
We must rededicate ourselves to the task of
putting these youngest and most vulnerable
of our citizens first.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 1995, as
‘‘National Child Support Awareness Month.’’
I call upon the citizens of the United States
to observe this month with appropriate pro-
grams, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of August, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:09 p.m., August 7, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 8.

Interview with Bob Edwards and
Mara Liasson of National Public
Radio
August 7, 1995

Bosnia and Croatia
Mr. Edwards. Well, Croatia is back into

it, and we wonder how the Croat offensive
affects the prospects of a U.N. withdrawal
and the accompanying commitment of U.S.
ground troops.

The President. Well, my guess is that if
the Croat offensive concludes successfully in
the Krajina area, as it appears to be doing,
and that is the extent of it, that it will not

increase the chances of the U.N. withdraw-
ing. But it does change the kind of balance
of play in the area. And when you put that
with the new resolve of NATO and the will-
ingness of the U.N. to let NATO use air
power and the establishment of the Rapid
Reaction Force, two things we worked very
hard for in the last few weeks, it may create
some new opportunities to work toward a
resolution of this.

Now, we’re concerned, and we’ve told the
Croatians we’re concerned about anything
that would spread the war, that would widen
the war. But if the offensive concludes with
the reestablishment of the dominance, the
Croatia in the Krajina area, then I think it
will not increase the chances of U.N. with-
drawal.

Mr. Edwards. In the absence of direct
U.S. involvement, why should the American
people care about this conflict?

The President. The American people
should care, first of all, because if the war
spreads in the Balkans to other areas it could
destabilize many, many countries in which
we have a vital interest and bring America
into the fray. Secondly, we should care be-
cause an awful lot of human damage has
been done there, and a lot of people’s human
rights have been violated, and we should try
to minimize the loss of life and human suffer-
ing. Thirdly, we should care because it’s the
first real security crisis in Europe after the
end of the cold war, and it is important that
we, working with our European allies
through the United Nations and through
NATO, do as much as humanly possible to
do, given the fact that when you have these
kind of intra-ethnic conflicts within coun-
tries, to some extent, any outside power is
going to be limited in stopping the killing
until there is a greater willingness to make
peace. But we have to do our best to try to
minimize the carnage, to try to keep it from
spreading, and to try to demonstrate a con-
sistent and determined and long-lasting com-
mitment by our allies through the United Na-
tions and through NATO to resolve this.

Ms. Liasson. Mr. President, there are tens
of thousands of Krajina Serbs now who are
being ethnically cleaned, and they’re fleeing
over the border into Bosnia. Can you tell us
how that influx of Serbs into Bosnia will af-
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